Schizophrenia Behavioral Aspects

Domains of negative symptoms and observed behaviors from the

TABLE Negative Symptom Assessment

Communication

May produce very little speech even with prodding or limit responses to 1 or 2 words; may exhibit long
pauses before responding to questions; may produce speech that is vague and have trouble clarifying
further; may mumble as if it is too difficult to articulate

Emotion/affect

May have a limited range of emotional experiences, such as anger, happiness, sadness, surprise, fear, or
pride; reduced affective expressiveness as evidenced by monotone speech and blunting; reduced ability
to display common affective states on request

Social activity
May have few friends; limited desire for or interactions with others; poor rapport with the interviewer;
limited desire for sexual contact

Motivation

May engage in little productive activity; spend much of the day sitting or lying around; may not take
care of basic grooming and hygiene; have little interest in world events or hobbies; may have limited
life goals or sense of purpose

Psychomotor activity
Slowed movements, may appear that moving requires considerable effort; expressive gestures, such as
movements of hands and head, that normally facilitate communication may be reduced or absent
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