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Unmet Need, Intention to Use Contraceptives
And Unwanted Pregnancy in Rural Bangladesh

By Rebecca CONTEXT: Unmet need for contraception has become a central concept in the family planning field and one of the
Callahan and most important indicators for program planning and evaluation. The measure has faced criticism, however, for not
Stan Becker taking into account women’s stated intention to use contraceptives.

METHODS: Using longitudinal data than 2,500 rural Bangladeshi women in 128 villages, this study links
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CONCLUSION: To adequately meet population family planning needs, programs must look beyond unmet need
and focus on the total demand for acceptable and effective methods.
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